
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING: 5 items for a new audience 

A memorandum of understanding (MOU) describes a tacit, unwritten agreement between parties: 
documenting a convergence of will and a common line of action. It is an attempt to put into words 
something that is transient, informal, and sometimes contradictory in its nature. It is an unwritten 
code, a non-binding contract, a gentleman’s agreement. In these ‘memos’ of my performance 
practise I investigate the unwritten audience relationships (memoranda of understanding) and 
production processes that have characterised the work that I make – in pursuit of perceiving new 
approaches that can connect with the changing audiences of the 21st Century. 

 
Attached: Trubridge, S (2010) Coming to Sleep: a travelogue through art and science with The 
Playground's Sleep/Wake (first published in Theatre Forum #36, Winter 2010, UCSD Press, La 
Jolla, San Diego). 
 
Excerpt theory/philosophy text: 'The Orchestral Conductor' from Canetti, E (1960) Crowds and 
Power, p.395-7 
http://www.scribd.com/doc/79014916/Canetti-Crowds-and-Power 
 


