
453 notes on writing 
some tips: 
1) Remember that academic essays are not necessarily about your personal opinion – often you 
are really just making a case for something, or discussing the case that someone else is making 
[ie Semper, that “the essence of architecture [is] its covering layer”]. If you do introduce personal opinion 
it may be in relation to your own work that you are using as a case study – and you still need to back up 
and support your opinion with quotes or references to others. 
 
2) think about the 'voice' you use to write in: it is first person editorial/biographical; is it third person 
passive? 
 
If you do employ the first person tense do you use it only occasionally or constantly – and do you 
theorise or conceptualise the use of this technique relative to your concepts and design research 
practices.  
 
If employing the third person are you attempting to achieve a more critical analytical distance?  
 
Consider the nature of your text - if it is poetic, allusive, strongly tied to ideas of being or experience 
then it is perhaps more appropriate to write using the first person constantly.  
 
If your work is more theory based, more critical or analytical then you could be more sparing in 
your use of the first person pronoun. 
 
3) Avoid generalized or broad statements – rather keep your statements focused and ʻproveʼ 
them.  
 
Make sure that you have a 'subject' in your sentence and that you always 'prove' your assertions (ie why 
the body should be considered 1st in architecture). 
 
Make sure also that you always introduce your people - ie architectural theorist Mark Wigley - and the 
text that the quote is taken from - in his text White Walls.... 
 
Be careful with the word 'THIS" or “IT”- define what 'this' is 
 
4) Proof-read and assess your writing for the clarity of the discussion and structure; spell check and 
check for grammar 
 
Make sure that your writing is composed of paragraphs, rather than having loose, free-floating 
sentences in note form… 
 

the process: 
1) idea: clearly establish a main idea[s], support this with a quote [or several quotes]; identify 
some design work, art work, other texts which also explore this idea – reference these; then 
outline how you intend to discuss this main idea[s]. 
 
2) diagram the structure of your essay: as you develop your work do a diagram of the structure of 
your work. That is, do a text-based [or visual] summary of the material in the introduction; and the 
outline of the various paragraphs or chapters as you see them at the moment, with content and texts or 
models/work that you refer to. This can be very useful in helping you to structure your work. A 
clear structure is essential for an academic essay – this is the primary concern along with a 
clearly defined and supported/referenced main idea. A short abstract can also be a very useful 
way of developing and clarifying your thinking. 
 
3) text structure: introduction; the body of text; then conclusion 
 
_first paragraph of introduction: make sure that the introduction clearly establishes your key 
points in the first paragraph, and outlines the way the text operates 
 
_remaining paragraphs of introduction [if writing a longer essay]: then introduce all of your 
major texts/artist-designer models or ideas - ideally in the order that you outlined them in 
the first paragraph. 



 
_body of text: discuss the key points sequentially in order as introduced in introduction, and 
bring in supporting material, quotes etc. Ensure that you have defined the terms or ideas you 
are using. Discuss your spatial gestures or experiments in depth and with specific detail, and in 
relation to. Use your theory texts, and artist-designer examples to structure your writing also, discuss 
them with specific detail. 
 
_chapters in body of text: consider whether you can use your main ideas to structure the sequence of 
your writing, introducing the ʻfieldʼ, describing the concepts in more detail, and then perhaps discussing 
your own makings. 
 
_conclusion: this sums up the material covered [without excessive repetition], and 
suggests an overriding idea or set of ideas that arises from the material covered in the essay. 
 
_start building your bibliography now; refer to the written assignment guidelines for info on APA 
referencing conventions. When copying quotes keep good records of page number and book title etc. 
 
_constantly refer to good examples of writing while you are writing 
 
_don’t hesitate to seek help when you need it 
 

most of all enjoy this process of critical reflection…………. 


